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The  Association  of  Veterinary  Consultants  (AVC)  is  a  non-governmental,  non-profit  organisation
recognized  by  the  EMA  (European  Medicines  Agency),  EFSA  (European  Food  Safety  Authority),  the
European Commission (EC), and listed on the EU Transparency Register.

AVC members are independent veterinarians, providing regulatory and expert scientific advisory services to
global feed, food, and pharmaceutical industries, often participating in regulatory discussions on key issues
relating  to  animal,  human and public  health.  Among  AVC’s  guiding  principles  are  the  key  concepts  of
evidence-based science and animal welfare.

On 5 October 2024, the AVC celebrated its 29th Annual General Assembly in the iconic Anatomical Theater,
historically part of the Utrecht Veterinary Faculty, the Netherlands. The event was a great success, attended
by 17 AVC members, originating from 12 different countries, a truly international gathering.

AVC activities and accounts were reported by the AVC Board: President - Dr Rimma Ishimbaeva, Senior VP –
Dr Howard Dobson, Junior VP – Dr Mirka Piskorikova, Treasurer – Dr Heidi Schwer, and Secretary - Dr Elinor
McCartney. Dr Eric Brunier provided an audit of the accounts.

It  was  highlighted  that  over  the  past  year,  AVC  members  have  attended  40  stakeholder  events  and
contributed to several important EFSA and EMA consultations and workplans. AVC experts represented our
organisation  in  the  EFSA  Stakeholder  Bureau  and  Discussion  Group  on  Emerging  Risks  (StaDG-ER),  at
stakeholder  meetings  with  the  EMA  Committee  for  Veterinary  Medicinal  Products  (CVMP),
Pharmacovigilance, Immunologicals, Industry Standing (ISG) groups, Big Data Steering Group (BDSG), and
HMA/EMA  Coordination  Group  for  Mutual  Recognition  and  Decentralised  procedures  for  veterinary
medicinal products (CMDv).

Internal and external speakers presented on relevant veterinary topics: keynote guest speakers from EMA
(European  Medicines  Agency)  Jana  Schalansky  (Head  of  EMA  Veterinary  Strategic  Support  Office)  and
Kristina Paterson (Head of EMA Veterinary Regulatory Affairs & Referrals Service) - “Role of Consultants in
the operation of Regulation (EU) 2019/6”.

AVC speakers were Dr Yuki Ujimasa, Japan –  “Efforts for Stable Supply of Veterinary Medicines”,  focus on
Japan; Dr Antoinette Tolkamp,  the Netherlands –  “EU Veterinary Medicine  Shortage”; and  Dr Alessandro
Agostini, Italy - “Regulatory Affairs for Animal Health, Plant Protection and Environment”.

The next 30th anniversary AVC General Assembly is planned for 4 October 2025 in Bordeaux, France.

The AVC continues to  actively  engage with  various  European  and national  authorities  and  recruit  new
members. If you are veterinarian with an independent voice on global issues of concern, where veterinary
experience and expertise are valued by governments and regulators alike, then come and join us. We would
value your contributions. Further information on the AVC  and details how to join  are available from our
Secretary, info@avc-eu.de.
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